
Joyce Anne Harris
October 14, 1933 - November 6, 2025

Joyce Ann Cole Harris, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother, passed away peacefully on November 6, 2025, just days after
her 92nd birthday. Born on October 14, 1933, to Lucy and Walter Cole, Joyce
Ann’s roots reach back more than 200 years on the Eastern Shore of
Maryland—a family heritage steeped in tradition, faith, and hard work. She
grew up in Bridgetown, Maryland, and moved to Goldsboro at the age of 15.
Joyce Ann graduated from Greensboro High School in the Class of 1951. It
was in Goldsboro, at Trinity United Methodist Church, that she met the love of
her life, Lawrence Milton Harris. They were married on March 1, 1952, and
together they shared 65 wonderful years of love, partnership, and laughter.
Joyce Ann and Lawrence raised three children—David L. Harris (Rose),
Randy C. Harris (Nancy), and Gayle H. Gage (John)—on their cherished
family farm, Bee Tree Farm, located on Bee Tree Road in Henderson,
Maryland. The farmhouse, originally built by Lawrence’s father and
grandfather, was the heart of a proud multi-generation farming legacy that
continues today with the third and fourth generations of the family keeping the
legacy going. A devoted wife and mother, Joyce Ann balanced the daily
demands of farm life with grace, humor, and an unwavering sense of purpose.
She was deeply active in church life, serving as a Sunday School teacher,
member of the Vestry committee, and steady guiding hand to her family in
faith. Later in life, she became a beloved member of Calvary United Methodist
Church in Marydel, Maryland. Joyce Ann also worked for many years as a



teacher’s aide at Greensboro Elementary School, where her kind and patient
nature made her a favorite among students and staff alike. When she wasn’t
caring for others, Joyce Ann poured her creative spirit into countless projects.
She was an exceptional seamstress, skillfully making clothing and re-
upholstering furniture. She also had a talent for refinishing antique furniture,
earning numerous awards for her craftsmanship. Her cooking was equally
admired—her famous chicken salad was a staple at family gatherings, and her
legendary “Pink Stuff” jello salad was a must-have at every holiday table. Her
gardens—both flowers and vegetables—were always vibrant, reflecting her
love for beauty and her tireless work ethic. After raising her children, Joyce
Ann took immense joy in helping to raise her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, all of whom lovingly called her “Mom Mom.” While she ruled the
household with a firm but fair hand, her family knew her heart was as big as
the kitchen table around which they so often gathered. One of her favorite
family jokes remains part of her legacy: Lawrence would often laugh that
Joyce Ann could “leave the house for church at ten minutes after nine and still
get there ten minutes before nine.” Her family will forever smile 
at that memory—proof that Joyce Ann could, indeed, make time bend to her
will when she needed to. 
Joyce Ann was preceded in death by her husband, Lawrence Milton Harris,
and is survived by her 

 three children, eight grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren:
Grandchildren: Gina M. Zook, Christopher D. Harris (Mary), Jennifer L.
Petroski (Neal), R. Cole Gage (Megan), Harris M. Gage (Molli), Jake A. Harris,
and Dean A. Harris.Great-grandchildren: four who brought her endless joy and
laughter. 

 Her family will remember her as the steady center of their lives—the captain of
the ship, the keeper of family traditions, and the heart of Bee Tree Farm. Her
legacy of love, faith, and family will live on through all whose lives she
touched. 

 https://view.oneroomstreaming.com/index.php?data=MTc2MjUzNTUzOTM4Nz



kwMiZvbmVyb29tLWFkbWluJmNvcHlfbGluaw==



Cemetery Details

Greensboro Cemetery

309 S. Main Street
Greensboro, MD 21639

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 8. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Fleegle & Helfenbein Funeral Home
106 W. Sunset Ave.
Greensboro, MD 21639

Funeral

NOV 8. 11:00 AM (ET)

Fleegle & Helfenbein Funeral Home
106 W. Sunset Ave.
Greensboro, MD 21639

https://view.oneroomstreaming.com/index.php?data=MTc2MjUzNTUzOTM4NzkwMiZvbmVyb29tLWFkbWluJm
NvcHlfbGluaw==

https://view.oneroomstreaming.com/index.php?data=MTc2MjUzNTUzOTM4NzkwMiZvbmVyb29tLWFkbWluJmNvcHlfbGluaw==
https://view.oneroomstreaming.com/index.php?data=MTc2MjUzNTUzOTM4NzkwMiZvbmVyb29tLWFkbWluJmNvcHlfbGluaw==
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Fleegle and Helfenbein Funeral Home - November 07, 2025 at 03:41 PM

Fleegle and Helfenbein Funeral Home, PA created a Webcast in
memory of Joyce Anne Harris

Ricky Ivens - May 02 at 03:24 PM

I had no idea Joyce Anne was gone nor David. A beautiful woman,
kind and generous. She and Lawrence took me to Canada with their
family when I was a kid. 
She held the secret to aunt Lucy's Maryland Beat Biscuits, a lost
tradition.

Cheryl Satterfield - December 03, 2025 at 05:44 AM

So sorry to learn of Miss Joyce Ann's passing.
She taught me how to sew in 4'H--and had an
infinite amount of patience. She always had a
smile. My condolences to the family.
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erin hall - November 09, 2025 at 06:23 PM

What a beautiful life she lived. We’re so sorry
to hear of Aunt Joyce Anne’s passing. She will
be deeply missed. Larry, Erin, and family

Dan Towers - November 08, 2025 at 10:14 AM

Dan Towers lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Anne Harris

November 07, 2025 at 04:23 PM

Rainbow Reflections Basket was purchased for
the family of Joyce Anne Harris.

Janet M. - November 07, 2025 at 04:23 PM

Janet M. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Joyce Anne Harris.

https://www.fleegleandhelfenbein.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1384&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fleegleandhelfenbein.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1384&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 07, 2025 at 04:15 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Joyce Anne Harris.

The Richard Family - November 07, 2025 at 04:15 PM

The Richard Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Joyce Anne Harris.

https://www.fleegleandhelfenbein.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fleegleandhelfenbein.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

